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The combined impact of your philanthropy 
resulted in $5.2 million in support of exceptional 
health care. Thank you for making a difference!
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Your role cannot be underestimated.
Philanthropy touches every aspect of CHI Franciscan Health.

Since the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia founded St. Joseph Hospital in 1891 (now St. Joseph Medical 
Center), CHI Franciscan Health has grown with the enduring goal of fulfilling the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of those we serve. In keeping with the values of St. Francis of Assisi, the Sisters of St. Francis 
ministered to all people, regardless of race, religion or financial status. St. Joseph Hospital, Tacoma’s first 
Catholic hospital, opened with 60 beds. Eight years later, it expanded to 200 beds to meet the growing 
need for services. Over the years, CHI Franciscan has expanded and affiliated with other systems to become 
what it is today, which includes eight hospitals and over 200 locations across the Pacific Northwest. 

Although we are significantly larger, our mission and core values remain the same.

The spirit of giving and caring is evident every day at CHI Franciscan through our many volunteers and our physicians and 
employees who go above and beyond. It’s also evident in the members of the communities we serve, members just like you, 
who have contributed tens of millions of dollars over the years to help make CHI Franciscan the health care system of choice 
throughout our region.

You are a vital and valued member of the CHI Franciscan family and your giving plays an important role in the critical work 
we do to care for the community. You are helping to advance our mission to make our hospitals and clinics the best place 
for exceptional care.

Gratefully,

Gregory J. Unruh 
President, Franciscan Foundation

Gregory J. Unruh



Exceptional Care
T O  C O M M U N I T I E S  T H R O U G H O U T  P U G E T  S O U N D

They call it the Great Northwest for a reason.  
We’re proud to provide exceptional care to communities throughout the Puget Sound.

At CHI Franciscan Health, we have a mission to heal and a promise to care.  
That means we work hard to make our hospitals and clinics the best place for exceptional care.  

Our mission drives our work to achieve our vision of creating healthier communities.  
The Franciscan Foundation is grateful for the many donors whose loyal support is helping advance our mission  

to  make our hospitals and clinics the best place for exceptional care.

Giving back to the community
Franciscan Foundation grants bring comfort, 
care and critical help

Did you know that the Franciscan Foundation and 
its Board of Trustees utilize unrestricted earnings on 
investments to provide financial support for a wide 
range of other non-profit agencies in the communities 
served by CHI Franciscan Health whose mission and 
goals are consistent with the healthy-community-
building goals of CHI Franciscan Health? 

In fiscal year 2017, the Franciscan Foundation provided 
$363,000 in grants to AHAT Homecare, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of South Puget Sound, Carol Milgard Breast 
Center, Catherine Place, Catholic Community Services 
of W Washington, Children’s Museum of Tacoma, 
Communities in Schools, Emergency Food Network, 
Family Justice Center Foundation, Foundation for 
Tacoma Students (Graduate Tacoma), Goodwill of 
Olympic & Rainier Region, Healing Places, Hilltop, 
Artists, Lindquist Dental Center, Mountain View 
Community Center, New Phoebe House, NW Furniture 
Bank, Perinatal Collaborative of Pierce County, Pierce 
County Library Foundation, Rescue Mission, Safe 
Streets, Smile Partners, Society of St. Vincent de Paul at 
St. Theresa’s, Sound Outreach, Step by Step, The First 
Tee, and YWCA RAGS. 

One program we are proud to support is the Northwest 
Furniture Bank.  The Northwest Furniture Bank services 
over 1,500 families each year who are in crisis and 
at a juncture in their lives when they need a helping 
hand to gain stability. A grant from the Franciscan 
Foundation helps support operating costs to ensure 
that NW Furniture Bank is able to provide the basic 
needs of donated furniture and housewares to low 
income families who have been able to secure housing 
but have no furniture. 

For our community grants guidelines and application, 
visit https://www.chifranciscan.org/support-
franciscan/giving-back or call us at (253) 680-3696.

A compassionate approach
Committed to caring for the whole person

Franciscan Hospice & Palliative Care is the 
largest hospice provider in Washington, offering 
comprehensive end-of-life hospice care to patients 
and their families throughout King, Kitsap and  
Pierce Counties.

Every day, our dedicated team of highly trained 
professionals help people live each day with dignity 
and comfort. In FY17, your generosity allowed us 
to provide more than $900,000 to support hospice 
programs and projects.

One of the programs funded through community 
support is Comfort Therapy. These therapies can 
reduce pain and stress and help create a sense of 
calm. Services include:  

Massage Therapy: Intentional touch for patients 
provided by a massage therapist. In some cases the 
family will join in and offer gentle comforting touch.  
Massage also helps to decrease anxiety.

Music Therapy: Music can touch the soul in ways that 
words cannot.  Our music therapists bring a variety of 
instruments to the bedside, including voice. Music from 
a particular era that the patient grew up in can bring 
joy and comfort.

Hypnotherapy: Guided meditation to a favorite place 
that can help with pain control or anxiety.    

Art Therapy: Art activities tailored to the patient and 
his or her physical abilities that can offer a refuge from 
stress, pain and anxiety; help with the expression of 
emotions; stimulate memory; and provide relief from 
isolation and boredom. 

Aromatherapy: The use of essential oils to reduce 
stress, to balance and increase one’s sense of wellbeing, 
and to treat physical and mental ailments.

Your gift has a very real impact on our patients lives 
and this robust Comfort Therapy Program would not be 
possible without your support. 

Pursuing excellence in care
Building a culture of continued growth  
and development

This year Franciscan Foundation awarded $63,500 
to 23 employees pursuing undergraduate 
or graduate degrees through the Franciscan 
Scholarship program. Scholarships are made 
possible by generous donors who are committed to 
ensuring our employees have access to furthering 
their educational goals. 

One recipient, Shelley Rhone, is completing her 
Bachelor in Science Nursing degree at the Western 
Governors University.  Shelley has been part of 
CHI Franciscan Health for over 25 years. As an RN 
Care Manager in the St. Clare Hospital Emergency 
Department, she is caring for our community’s most 
vulnerable patients, connecting them with local 
social services programs to help them stay healthy 
once they are discharged. In pursing her degree 
Shelley said:

“I cannot image wanting any  
other career besides nursing.  
I not only want to get a degree,  
I want to learn as much as possible 
to help me become a better nurse. 
I want to take my experience 
and additional education and 
contribute to the continued growth  
of CHI Franciscan in the  
Pacific Northwest.”
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